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towns, and there was a list of about seventy articles liable to
duty at the ports. Judging from the complaint of a twelfth-
century traveller, the examination even of personal luggage
was very stringent and smugglers were treated with great
severity. Each port hud its atsfnin house under the control
of a speculator^ who paid a yearly income for the right to
collect the duty, Armour and anything required by the
knights for the purpose of war was admitted free of duty, but
most other dutiable articles paid a tax of about ten per cent
on the average. The trading cities of Venice, Genoa, Pisa
and Marseilles had, however, been excused the payment of
such duties, and as miuh of the merchandise entering Pales-
tine passed through their hands, the immunity of these cities
considerably reduced the amount of revenue*
The Assizes clearly indicate how much importance was
attached to the knight, A commoner who dared to strike a
knight lost his right hand, hut a knight charged with striking
a commoner had, if found, guilty, only to pay a small fine.
The same respect for the knight is shown in the treatment of
doctors* A doctor was not permitted to practice without an
examination of his skill and fitness conducted by a number of
doctors presided over by the bishop of the diocese* When a
patient died, his relatives could bring a charge of carelessness
or incompetence against the doctor > which he could counter by
showing that the patient had not followed the instructions
given him. If negligence was proved and the patient was a
commoner, the doctor need only pay a fine. If, however, the
dead man was a knight^ the doctor could be hanged.
The legislation wan designed to protect a small ruling class
of a few thousand knights and to help them in keeping order
in a country to which the criminals of Europe flocked in
large numbers, The most abandoned criminal was sacred
so long as he wore the cross and was engaged in a Crusade,
and many such who came in expeditions from the West pre-
ferred to settle in Palestine rather than return to their own